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SUBJECT: VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 

1. FOLLOWING ARE TALKING POINTS FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
TODMAN'S BREAKFAST WITH PDC LEADERS ON JANUARY 27. 

QTE. MARCH ELECTIONS FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND MAYORS. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE PDC AND ITS TWO ASSOCIATES IN THE UNO 
COALITION HAVE DECIDED NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MARCH 12 
ELECTIONS FOR THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND MAYORS DESPITE 
ASSURANCES FROM PRESIDENT ROMERO THAT ALL PROPERLY REGISTERED 
PARTIES COULD COMPETE AND THAT THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE 
CONDUCTED ON AN HONEST BASIS. I AM AWARE OF THE FACT THAT 
THE PDC LEADERSHIP HAD BEGUN A DIALOGUE WITH PRESIDENT ROMERO 
CONCERNING THE ELECTIONS SOME MONTHS AGO AND THAT YOUR PARTY 
FELT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD FAILED TO FLLOW THROUGH 
WITH ANY MEANINGFUL CHANGES IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS. 

HOWEVER, I QUESTION WHY THE PDC IN PARTICULAR CHOSE NOT 
TO TEST PRESIDENT ROMERO'S GUARANTEES BY FIELDING A 
SLATE OF CANDIDATES. I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING 
WHAT YOUR PARTY WOULD CONSIDER TO BE MINIMAL CHANGES 
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AND GUARANTEEES THAT WOULD ALLOW YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN 
FUTURE ELECTIONS. I WOULD ALSO BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING 
WHETHER OR NOT YOUR PARTY OR OTHER POLITICAL GROUPINGS 
HAVE SUGGESTED TO THE PRESIDENT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
INVITING IMPARTIAL OBSERVERS FOR ELECTIONS FROM THE 
UN, THE OAS OR OTHER NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
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QTE. THE UNO COALITION. I AM INTERESTED IN SEVERAL 
ASPECTS OF THIS COALTION, THE PRINCIPAL QUESTION BEING 
WHY THE PDC, WHICH REPRESENTS ROUGHLY 80 PERCENT OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COALITION, NEEDS TO BE JOINED WITH THE 
OTHER TWO PARTIES WHICH REPRESENT A DIFFERENT IDEOLOGY 
AND ARE FAR MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND 
AMNY SALVADORANS TO ACCEPT AND COMMUNICATE WITH THAN YOUR 
OWN. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME INDICATIONS THAT ELEMENTS OF 
YOUR PARTY WOULD LIKE TO DISSOLVE THE COALITION BUT, UP 
TO THE PRESENT TIME, YOUR PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAVE INCLUDED 
ALL THREE PARTIES. 

QTE. HUMAN RIGHTS. I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT AS 
TO THE PRESENT STATE OF OBSERVANCE OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN EL SALVADOR AT THE PRESENT TIME. I WOULD APPRECIATE 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES, 

POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POLITICAL EXILES, SPECIFICALLY 
THE CASES OF COL. CLARAMOUNT AND NAPOLEON DUARTE. I 
WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS O WHETHER YOU 
FEEL THAT THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE IN THE OBSERVANCE 
OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE PRESIDENT ROMERO TOOK 
OFFICE LAST JULY. UNQTE. 

2. CONVERSATION WITH THE PDC WILL HAVE TO BE IN 
SPANISH. NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS, POSSIBLY UP TO FOUR, WILL 
BE SENT AS SOON AS RECEIVED. 
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